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souls are His slaves (<=^^<WLD) and the world is His
possession fa-.^t-.^nLo) Thus the universe, animate as well
as inanimate, being under His control and guidance cannot
limit His finitude. We have shown that it is possible to
admit the existence of souls without compromising the
the infinitude of God. But the question arises as to whether
RaSa limits the infinitude of God and become rival to H(m.
The Siddhantin replies that wava the root evil, is a principle
of darkeness clouding the intelligence of souls. As anaw
is unable to function unless it is activated by the Tirodhana
Sakti of the Lord, it is really under His control. Mdy'd the
stuff out of which the material universe evolves, may bs
considered to be independent of God as coeval with Him.
But maya also cannot evolve without the Lord's resolve.
The objection may be raised that if maya is co - eternal
with God, then He is not a creator but at best can only
be an architect fashioning the universe with the material
that is already there. At this state thrae main answers may
be given with regard to the existence of the world,
first answer is that matter exists along side of Him. This
answer may call forth the objection just notbed that if
matter exists independent of God, we are left only with
an architect, not a creator- So anothsr answer may bs
given. It may be said that the world evolves   out
of  God   Himself. This would give rise to  another
difficulty that, if the   world  evolves   out of  God,
then He would become subject to change- we cannot think
of God as changing or as being split up into th3 world.
The third answer that is advocated is that the world is
not a real transformation of God but is only an illusory
transfiguration. This, the Siddhantin feels that, is not the
proper explanation- For if the world is only an illusory
transfiguration of God, and there is no existent other than
God, then there is really no W3rld, no creation etc. In so
far as the Siddhantin accepts the reality of creation, he
may not accept that scriptural declarations about the crea"